
water Music Technology Direct, and 
Tower Bank. Thanks to our In-Kind 
Sponsors:  Knitting Off Broadway, Rus-
tic Hutch, Aesthetic Plants and Social 
Graces. 

     We were so pleased that Erinõs 
mother, Gail Farragh, and Erinõs sister, 
Megan, were able to join us for this spe-
cial event. 

 

Pictured below from left to right: Megan Farragh, 
Ann Hood, and Gail Farragh.  

Common Bond Breakfast 

     This year marked our 10th Common 
Bond Breakfast.  We were delighted 
with our keynote speaker, acclaimed au-
thor Ann Hood.  An enjoyable time was 
had by all; we smiled, we remembered, 
and we laughed! She reminded us that 
we all experience grief at some point in 
our lives. Yet with friendship, support, 
love, and time, we are able to continue 
living, with grace, peace and hope.   

     Thanks to our co-chairs, Jane Hoffman 
and Cathy Krouse, and our dedicated 
Committee for making this a very suc-
cessful event for Erinõs House. 

     Thank You to our Sponsors:  Aalco 
Distributing, The Advisors Group, Ba-
den, Gage & Schroeder, Cap nõ Cork, Do 
It Best, D.O. McComb and Sons, AEP- 
Indiana Michigan Power, Lincoln Finan-
cial Group, Lutheran Hospital, National 
City Bank now part of PNC, Parkview 
Health, PHP, Steel Dynamics, Sweet-
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Congratulations to our New Facilitators! 

 Tiffany Becker  Barbara Gist 

 Lindsay Hurni  Sara Sloss  

 Rebecca Stockert Steph Young 

 Kim Donelan 
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Continuing Education 
We will be offering our last continuing 
education session this spring for those 
who still need to attend. 

 
Tuesday, April 14 @5:30 pm 

Working with children with Autism and 
Aspergers Syndrome 

Adrianne Lyon 

Director of Children Services, 
Turnstone 

 
Please RSVP with Kathleen if you plan 

on attending! 
 

The session will begin with a light dinner  
followed by a 30 minute presentation with time 

for questions. 

 

 

Volunteer Anniversary   Happy Birthday  

March     March 

Ashley Holcomb  3 years  1 Christine Sweigert  
Al Olry   2 years  3 Ben Silver 
Chris George  1 year  4 Barbara Gist 
Kari George  1 year  9 Laura Delira 
Ben Silver  1 year  12 Kari George 
Tiffany Pratt  1 year  15  Kristy Minick 
Sara Shiveler  1 year  20 Laura Robinso 
     25  Carol Chrisp 

April      April  

Nancy Jenkins  6 years  3 Lindsay Harris 
Carol Hedrick  5 years  5 Mary Tagtmeyer 
Rosie Blessing  3 years  10  Tracie Martin 
Jessica Siegel  3 years  11 Donna Gleason 
     14 Ofelia Daniels 
     21 Carol Wells 
     24 Deb Hoehn 
     29 Sue Reeves 

 Please remember if you are 

unable to facilitate on you 

program night, we ask that 

you find a substitute.  If 

needed, please contact 

your program director for a 

copy of the current sub list.   

 

 

 

Congratulations to Carol 

Hedrick who won the 

drawing for referring 

someone who completed 

facilitator training!! 

 

Keep Those Referrals 

Coming!! 

   Erinôs Housekeeping 

Weõre always look-

ing for more ideasð 

let us know  what 

you think! 

Staff Contacts 

260.423.2466 

 

3811 Illinois Rd. Suite 205 

Fort Wayne, IN 46804 

 

Debbie Meyer 
debbie@erinshouse.org 

 
Kate Hanke 

kate@erinshouse.org 
 

Cindy Maldonado-Schaefer 
cindy@erinshouse.org 

 
Kathleen Benson-Chaney 
Kathleen@erinshouse.org 

 
Katie Burns 

Katie@erinshouse.org 
 

Lahapa Brown 
Lahapa@erinshouse.org 

 
Kristy Minick  

info@erinshouse.org 
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D.O. McCombõs and Sons is hosting their annual Grief Seminar at the Coliseum. This 
yearõs presenter will be Dr. Alan Wolfelt. 
 

Dates for this free seminar are:  
Tuesday, April 21-this seminar is geared toward those who have suffered the death of 
a loved one. 

Tuesday, April 22-this seminar is designed to educate those who work with the be-
reaved. 

Please contact D.O. McCombs and Sons for additional information or register at 
mccombandsons.com. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
 

1 
Class Reunion 

January 2009 

Class @5:30 pm 

2 3 4 

5 6 
D Night 

7 
E Night 

8 
Facilitator  

Training 

9 
A Night 

10 
Good Friday 

Office Closed 

11 

12 
Easter 

13 
C Night 

14 
Continuing 

Education 

@ 5:30 pm 

15 
   Facilitator    

   Training 

 

16 
B Night 

17 18 

19 20 
D Night 

21 
E Night 

 

22 
 

Facilitator 

Training 

23 
A Night 

24 25 

26 27 
C Night 

Facilitator  

Training 

28 29 
 

30   

Calendar Events 

April 2009 

The mission of Erinõs House is to provide support services for children, teens and their 

families who have suffered the death of a loved one.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 
D Night 

5 
E Night 

 

6 
Facilitator  

Training 

7 
B night 

8 9 

10 
Motherõs Day 

11 
C Night 

12 13 
Coffee House Evnt 

5:30-7 @ Firefly 

Coffee House 

14 
A night 

15 16 

17 18 
D Night 

19 
E Night 

 

20 
 

21 
B Night 

22 23 

24 25 
Memorial Day 

Office Closed 

26 27 
 

28 
A Night 

29 30 

31       

 

 

 The mission of Erinõs House is to provide support services to children, teens and their 

families who have suffered the death of a loved one.  

Calendar Events 

May 2009 



Erinõs House has just un-

veiled a new program 

called òClass Reunion.ó  

This will allow each gradu-

ating class, beginning with 

the July/August classes; to 

meet together, enjoy light 

refreshments, renew 

friendships and discuss 

how training prepared 

them for induction into the 

facilitator program.  

All Class Reunions will be 

held at Erinõs House! 

March 25th @ 5:30 pm 
August/September  

2008 class 
 

Jessica Black 
Christine Sweigert 

Chris Dunmire 
Donna Gleason 
Amanda Martin 
Kristen Lennart 

 
March 31st @ 5:30 

October/November  
2008 class 

 
Sarah Boys 
Ben Dinken 
Kathie Elliot 

Nicole Wentworth 
Brittany Jones 

Anna Lambertson 
Ruth Minkhoff 
Rebecca Shearer 
Sherry Simerman 

 
April 1st @ 5:30 

January 2009 class 
 

Tiffany Becker 
Barbara Gist 

Lindsay Hurni 
Sarah Sloss 

Rebecca Stockert 
Steph Young 
Kim Donelan 

Look forward to seeing 

all of you there! 

-Kathleen 

Thank you to those fa-

cilitator who have as-

sisted in the co-trainer 

aspect of the January 

Facilitator training: 

Al Olry 
Rita Bennett--Sheirbon 

Carol Hedrick 
Lisa Hoekje 
Sue Reeves 

A very special Thank You 

goes out to those facilita-

tors who helped us with 

our latest crisis response: 

Chariee Reason 
Ken Wyss 
Ken Lee 

Tracie Martin 
Malina Sanfilippo 

Rhea Paige 
Beckie Larimer 

Lisa Hoekje 

Thank you to those who 

helped us at Common 

Bond! 

Ken Lee 
Melissa Richeson 

Ken Wyss 
Beckie Larimer 

Class Reunions 

Special Thanks from Kathleen 

stone between the facilita-
tors and Erinõs House ad-
ministrative staff by sharing 
the concerns/questions of 
other facilitators on their 
program nights.  

     VOV works on a term 
basis, which means there are 
two VOV members whose 
terms expire September 1st. 
If you currently serve on E or 

D night and would be inter-
ested in serving as the con-
tact person for you program 
night, please contact Kath-
leen.   

For more information, 
please contact Kathleen at 
423.2466 or by email at        
Kathleen@erinshouse.org. 

 

Voice of Volunteers                
VOV 

     Have you ever wondered 
what this mysterious acro-
nym stands for? More im-
portantly; have you ever 
wondered what the Voice 
of Volunteers does, and 
how people get appointed?  

     VOV serves as a touch-
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SAVE THE DATE 
Camp Good Grief 2009 

October 2-4 

 

This yearõs theme is  

òCamp Charactersó 

 

Keep in mind that facilita-

tors can volunteer at camp 

for part or the entire week-

end. Call Cindy for more 

details and information! 

 

Spring Coffee 
House 

 
Event for all facilitators! 
Come have coffee, tea & 

goodies on us.  Kick back, 
relax, no agenda!  This is a 
new event that gives all fa-
cilitators the opportunity 

to join us for a relaxing time 
after your day of work or 

school. 
 

  Please be sure to let us 
know if you will be joining 

us so that we may order 
plenty. 

 
Wednesday, May 13 at 
Firefly Coffee House  

5:30-7:00 pm 
 



     As William Thackeray 

said, òNever lose a chance 

to say a kind word.ó 

     Thank you to all of you 

who, just by being here, 

speak volumes of kindness 

to each and every family. 

Hereõs hoping for warmer 

weather, and cherished 

memories! 

 

-Cindy  

 

     Although enough time 

has passed that these memo-

ries no longer make me an-

gry or sad, I did learn a valu-

able lesson throughout my 

entire experience: You must 

truly value and appreciate 

the people and the relation-

ships you have, regardless of 

your òlosses.ó   

     Take the time to say 

òThank Youó or òI Love Youó 

to the people who matter 

most.   

     

     As winter is fading, and 

a happy spring follows, I 

am reminded of all the 

great outdoor activities I 

used to do with my father. 

From fishing, to swimming, 

or just learning how to play 

soccer in the backyard; 

these are treasured memo-

ries I will keep with me 

always. These memories, 

that I had not even thought 

of in years, remind me of all 

those who are grieving  

their losses and their 

memories.   

ñ If we are not happy at this time, then for what other season and time shall we wait?ò 

Parkwest Center & 

Administrative Office 

3811 Illinois Rd. Suite 205 

Fort Wayne, IN 46804 

The mission of Erinõs House 

is to provide support services 

for children, teens and their 

families who have suffered 

the death of a loved one.  

Check out the     

website! 

www.erinshouse.org  
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